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herself the wrath of the Paris press, and when she went home it was
with a clear intimation that she had outstayed her welcome. The
Emperor retorted with a bellicose speech on the parade ground at
Potsdam, and all through the spring the talk was of war. In the
middle of this clamour the Tsar conferred the highest Russian decora-
tion on the French President and invited a French squadron to visit
Cronstadt in the following year. The Germans now devoted them-
selves to procuring the renewal of the Triple Alliance, threatened on
the Italian side by the fall of Crispi, and, after a stiff fight against French
efforts to undermine it, succeeded in keeping Italy within the German
constellation and renewing the Alliance a little before its time, (May 6,
1891). But this only made the situation more urgent for France and
Russia. At the beginning of July the German Emperor paid his
first state visit to London, and in an exuberant speech at the Guildhall
pledged himself to maintain the historic friendship between Great
Britain and Germany, " two nations which had so often stood, side by
side in the cause of freedom and justice." This seems to have been
the last straw for France and Russia, and a fortnight later, when the
French fleet came to Cronstadt, the Tsar Alexander stifled his objec-
tions to French Republican institutions and stood bare-headed on the
quay while the Russian Imperial band played the battle-hymn of the
Republic. Before the fleet left, M. de Giers and the French
Ambassador concluded an agreement, which two years later was con-
verted into the Treaty of the Dual Alliance.
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Thus within twenty years of the Franco-Prussian war and the Treaty
of Frankfurt, the Bismarckian policy of finding security for Germany
by the isolation and subjection of France lay in ruins, and the balance
of power was re-established. Looking back we may well note the
Cronstadt festival as a momentous occasion, marking the division of
Europe into the two camps which came to their clash in the Great
War, but it would be a mistake to suppose that the meaning or
consequence of this event were realized at the time by any of the
other Governments. The Tsar had yet a long way to go before he
was ready to convert the agreement of 1891 into the Alliance of
1893. In the interval he had many cold fits, and his son, afterwards
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